GOPIO’s SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP WITH INDIA
Every Diaspora has always wished to be attached to the place of its ancestors.

In many cases that relationship has been symbiotic and often quite strong as in the case of Jews & Israel; Irish and Ireland; British & England whereas it has been a very poor link in other cases. In case of India and its Diaspora there was a disconnect for a long time.  It is very recently, that the Government of India has realized the importance of the Indian Diaspora.  During the mid-eighties, it became a two-way, though quite unplanned but worked out very effectively, process of connecting India with its Diaspora.  GOPIO came into being in 1989 and the Government of India realized the great potential of the Diaspora in 1984 and then Indian Missions abroad started taking interest in the Diaspora.  The celebration of the First Pravasi Bhartiya Divas in 2003 was a first step to nurture this relationship in a formal way.

However, as is common, even between the two brothers who are raised by the same parents, under the same roof, growing together, certain issues arise that need to be resolved.

And, that is why GOPIO solicits from the Diaspora the issues that need to be addressed between India and its Diaspora.  In case of India and its Diaspora the situation is quite unique – different from other Diasporas.  That is, Indians can leave India, but India does not leave them.  This special relationship demands that the issues that concern India and its Diaspora must be addressed if not resolved to keep the relationship flourishing!

As in the past, GOPIO has collected a list of issues that have been brought to its attention from various sections of the Diaspora.  This year, during the GOPIO’s 20th Annual Convention (August 20-23, 2009) sixteen issues were raised and unanimously voted to be brought to the attention of Government of India.

Since then three more issues have been brought to the attention of GOPIO.  The sixteen resolutions and the three issues are listed below for your information. 
 GOPIO 

Resolutions Presented & Passed at 20th. Annual Conference of GOPIO in New York, August 2009

RESOLUTION 1

TOWARD MORE PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE OF PIOs IN MULTI-ETHNIC SOCIETIES.
WHEREAS In spite of  the fact that it is widely known that Indians have contributed tremendously to the economic prosperity of the lands they inhabit, there continues to be targeted attacks against PIOs in most countries where they reside, even when they are citizens by birth. 

WHEREAS Conflicts are evident in everyday social, economic, academic, professional and political life of PIOs that deprive them of their peaceful pursuit of life for themselves and their families while security is afforded to other groups. 

WHEREAS Sometimes these conflicts take subtle forms as in Europe, USA and Canada where more stringent laws against racism are in place while in other cases, the conflicts are extreme and take the form of brutal attacks, murders and violence perpetrated solely against PIOs as in Uganda, Fiji, Guyana, Trinidad, Sri Lanka and Malaysia, to name a few.
THEREFORE BE IT RERSOLVED that GOPIO make recommendations based on facts and circumstances for solutions for shared mutual benefits of peaceful co-existence among all groups that are practical and useful; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that GOPIO recommend that India as a global entity take a bold initiative to confront the continuing problem of these conflicts and be at the forefront of finding solutions for peaceful co-existence of PIOs 

RESOLUTION 2 

HUMAM RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN MALAYSIA 

WHEREAS A detailed document titled “Malaysian Indian Minority & Human Rights Violations: Annual Report 2008” was presented by Waytha Moorthy Ponnusamy, Barrister at Law at the GOPIO New Delhi Convention in 2009 and at the PBD Conference with facts and figures establishing serious Human Rights Violations in Malaysia; ,and

WHERERAS those Human Rights violations continue unbridled, the Indian community in Malaysia is suffering; and

WHEREAS the Government of India has a reputation of being secular and a champion of Human Rights; and

WHEREAS one of the fundamental missions of GOPIO is to bring India and its Diaspora closer.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to use its good offices to raise its voice against these violations with the Government of Malaysia and at international forums worldwide to stop these human rights violations against People of Indian Origin.

RESOLUTION 3

RACIALLY MOTIVATED ATTACKS ON INDIAN STUDENTS IN AUSTRALIA

WHEREAS the Indian students in Australia are engaged in pursuing higher education; and,

WHEREAS they are living in Australia on a temporary basis; and,

WHEREAS it defies all logic why these students are being physically attacked for no known reason.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to take up the issue of safety of Indian Students in Australia and urge the Government of Australia to take strong action against the culprits who are damaging the image of Australia.

RESOLUTION 4
TERRORISM: SAFETY OF LIFE & PROPERTY 

WHEREAS it is very disturbing to NRIs & PIOs that attacks on civilian population by terrorists has become very common; and,

WHEREAS the state and central governments have miserably failed to secure the safety of life and property of its citizens which is the basic function of every government; and

WHEREAS despite our persistent requests to the Government of India on this issue, the situation has further deteriorated.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge Government of India to take strong actions to protect its citizens since state governments have failed to protect the life and property of its citizens. 

RESOLUTION 5
GLOBAL ADVISORY COUNCIL & GOPIO

 

WHEREAS GOPIO is extremely pleased to learn that the Prime Minister of India Honorable Manmohan Singh has established a high level panel called the Global Advisory Council; and

WHEREAS the Council shall be headed by the Prime Minister himself and luminaries like Amritiya Sen, Laxmi Mittal, Indra Nooyi, Sam Pitroda, Jagdish Bhagwati and Vikram Pandit, and political leaders like S.M. Krishna and Vayalar Ravi have been appointed to this council; and 

WHEREAS it has been said that the Council will seek methods to access the skills and  knowledge of the Indian Diaspora to meet India's developmental goals and facilitate investments by overseas Indians in the country; and

WHEREAS GOPIO is the pioneer organization well connected with the Indian Diaspora.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council also invite representation from the Diaspora organizations such as GOPIO as its members and utilize its networking capability and outreach to the Indian Diaspora community

RESOLUTION 6
INVESTMENTS IN PROPERTIES & DISPUTES 

WHEREAS many NRIs/PIOs are keeping their emotional ties alive to their motherland by maintaining their hereditary property; and

WHEREAS NRIs/PIOs are committed to contribute financially and otherwise to the growth and progress of India; and,

WHEREAS many NRIs/PIOs have substantially invested and/ or are in the process of investing in residential and commercial real estates; and,

WHEREAS there has been a growing number of scams against NRIs/PIOs hereditary, Residential and Commercial properties; and,

WHEREAS due to growing property scam NRIs/PIOs are being greatly discouraged to invest in India; and,

WHEREAS one of the main reasons for these growing scams against NRIs/PIOs is that the NRIs/PIOs are at a great disadvantage to contest property issues in courts in India –due to the length of the time (15-20 years) it takes, and/or due to the fact that in both civil and criminal cases NRIs/PIOs need to be present on many occasions before the court, and

WHEREAS despite several attempts to bring this problem to the attention of the Central Government Agencies and Ministers no corrective measures have been taken so far.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to enact legislation to designate Fast Track Courts for NRIs/PIOs for the speedy settlement of their property issues.

RESOLUTION 7
NRIs SEEK TAX PARITY ON CAPITAL GAINS MADE ON EQUITIES 

WHEREAS the Non Resident Indians (NRIs) are considered a national resource by India, the privileges extended otherwise are not available to all NRIs; and 

WHEREAS the NRIs are required to pay a 10% tax on their short terms gains while Mauritius based NRIs are exempt from gains made through Indian Stock Market.

THEEFORE BE IT RSOLVED that GOPIO ask the Government of India to establish tax equity among all NRIs.

RESOLUTION 8
ENCOURAGE NRIs & PIOs TO INVEST IN INDIA

WHEREAS NRIs & PIOs are extremely successful in their enterprises, and they have an intense desire to serve their motherland, India; and

WHEREAS their wealthy heart is also endowed with most modern technical know – how; and

WHEREAS India will benefit with such a large pool of untapped resources; and 

WHEREAS the reason for this lack of availability of these resources to India is the existence of the antiquated rules and regulations effectively dampening the enthusiasm of NRIs & PIOs.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO establish a Committee to look into these issues and present a comprehensive set of recommendation for the prosperity of India.

RESOLUTUION 9
ABUSE BY PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES

WHEREAS it is a matter of pride that the progress made in India in the business & commerce sector is quite enviable; and,

WHEREAS it is good for the economy of India that multinationals have become interested in doing business with India; and,

WHEREAS NRIs and PIOs are cognizant of the usefulness of the clinical trials conducted by pharmaceutical companies for the welfare of humanity; and,

WHEREAS the way clinical trials are being conducted in India by using “uneducated” and  “poor” public  as “guinea pigs”  without appropriate safeguards resulting in several hundred unexplained deaths.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO ask the Government of India to either ban this inhuman activity or develop a fool proof plan of proper safeguards to save unnecessary deaths.

 RESOLUTION 10
DISPARITIES AMONG VARIOUS STATES FOR LAND USE & TITLE TRANSFER REGISTRATION FEE 

WHEREAS Education is a State subject, Central Government has a stake in education, specially in higher education, to make the Indian citizenry of the highest quality in the world workplace; and,

WHEREAS in several states, there are institutions of higher education in the rural areas where the cost of land is relatively cheap and NRI/PIO investors would like to fund educational projects in such rural areas and specially for girls; and,

WHEREAS some of the state governments interested in increasing their revenue rather than building the future of country and the next generation charge very heavy Registration Fee for the transfer of the title, quite often as much as four times of the cost of land acquisition.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO request the Central Government to look into this matter and to formulate a policy that would encourage NRIs & PIOs to invest in the education industry specially in the non-profit sector and direct the states accordingly

. 

RESOLUTION 11
MARRIAGE ABUSES 

WHEREAS there have been numerous cases about the spousal abuses especially in cases of unsuspecting young ladies from India who got married to overseas males and then have been tortured in various ways; and,

WHEREAS GOPIO has been urging the Government of India to protect its citizens from being abused for quite some time; we are glad that the Government of India is creating a mechanism to help these abused and deserted brides.

HOWEVER, GOPIO has also heard of many cases of misuse of Anti-Dowry Law (IPC - 498a) by unscrupulous women to extort money and harass their husband's family. The gender-based law may have been enacted with good intent but when such laws grossly violate the liberty and dignity of an average man and his family members, the voice must be raised

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge modification of the law to eliminate the element of harassment in its application. 

RESOLUTION 12
GOPIO INITIATED VOLUNTARY SERVICE 

WHEREAS GOPIO membership is extremely pleased to learn about the KNOW INDIA PROGRAM (KIP) initiated by the Government of India; and,

WHEREAS GOPIO would like to do its part by encouraging the younger generation of NRIs & PIOs around the world to do some volunteer work in India especially in rural areas; and,

WHEREAS it would be necessary to work out details of such a noble project.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to establish a 9-member committee (5 GOI nominees & 4 GOPIO nominees) to create an action plan so this program could be initiated.

RESOLUTION 13
VOTING RIGHTS FOR INDIAN CITIZENS LIVING OUTSIDE INDIA

WHEREAS, more than 40% of the Indians living outside India are still citizens of India; and,

WHERAS, most of the countries provide opportunities for their citizens living outside their countries to participate in the election process of their countries; and

WHEREAS, India is yet to establish a mechanism to provide such an opportunity for its citizens numbering about 9.2 million of the 25 million Indian Diaspora; and,

WHEREAS, the NRIs are building country's image and enthusiastically contributing to the economic development of India, and as such, they should be allowed to exercise their rights of franchise as enshrined in the Constitution of India and should be able to vote in elections held for state & federal offices.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to allow NRIs to exercise their right to cast the absentee vote and to initiate a process of providing voting rights, through a constitutional amendment if necessary, to Indian citizens living outside India.

 

RESOLUTION 14
NRIs/PIOs & FAMILY PROPERTIES DISPUTES

WHEREAS Landed properties in India are in the custody of relatives of NRIs/PIOs and these relatives are paying the taxes to Revenue and Municipal authorities and obtaining receipts in their names thus making them de facto custodians; and

WHEREAS Long custody of a property has been favored by Indian Courts as a right to ownership thus depriving NRIs/PIOs of their legitimate right to their properties.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of India allow its missions abroad to accept property and municipal taxes from NRI/PIO owners of properties in India so their legitimate rights of ownership be maintained.

 RESOLUTION 15
PENSIONS of RETIRED NRIs/PIOS


WHERAS Since the Retired NRIs/PIOs are paid their pensions in India, it creates hardship for them as they live abroad.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge Government of India to make arrangements for these pensioners to receive their pensions through Indian missions abroad 
RESOLUTION 16

DISPARITY IN ADMISSIONS PROCEDURES FOR NRI STUDENTS

WHEREAS NRI parents feel accomplished when they send their children to India for higher education; and,

WHEREAS though there are appropriate procedures in place, certain colleges/universities do not honor “Equivalency Certifications” issued by the Indian Missions abroad; and,

WHEREAS this lack of sensitivity or lack of awareness of procedures on the part of colleges/universities causes undue hardship to the students and discourages the Diaspora from keeping it connected with the land of their origin.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO undertake this issue with Government of India to establish and enforce a uniform policy for admission of NRI/GOPIO students to Indian colleges/universities.
THREE more issues have been brought to the attention of GOPIO since the conclusion of the 20th Annual Anniversary of GOPIO. 
1. Need of Family Law Legislation to comprehensively deal with various issues facing NRIs in matters of Child Abduction by the divorced/separated spouse,  matrimonial litigation adjudicated in foreign courts and to be enforced in India, family disputes between NRIs and their relatives in India etc.

2. Mothers-in-law being harassed and demonized by daughters-in-law and then demanding money 

3. Recent Draft Direct Tax Code as “Income from Special Sources” has several provisions that target NRIs for unfair tax burden:  “NRIs treated as Not Required Indians!” Times of India : Sept 06, 2009
