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Resolutions Passed at the Annual GOPIO Convention of 2008
Resolution 1

CONSULAR SERVICES NEED MORE SUPPORT & REORGANIZATION

WHEREAS it is a great news that the strength of Indian Diaspora has reached close to 25 million, the need for Consular Services at the Indian Missions abroad has increased tremendously; and,

WHEREAS the staffing at the Consular Services overseas has not kept pace with the increased demand for services; and, 

WHEREAS the advances in the technology are not being used to the fullest extent; and,
WHEREAS there exists a model at the Indian Mission in UK   where the Consular Services are handled directly under the Office of Community Affairs with greater efficiency & productivity;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of India take appropriate steps to increase the staff at the Consulates, the technology be used to the fullest extent and consideration be given to the organizational structure used at the Indian Mission in UK to further improve the quality of Consular Services at other missions.
Resolution 2

USE OF HONORARY CONSULS TO INCREASE EFFICIENCY

WHEREAS in many circumstances it has been very useful to use the services of Honorary Consuls; and

WHEREAS  it is possible that in certain cases, for example Atlanta & Hawaii the operation may not have been productive and efficient in providing services to NRIs & PIOs, but these Honorary Consuls have provided a valuable service; and, 
WHEREAS the demand for consular services is increasing on an ongoing basis;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that additional Offices of Honorary Consuls be established
 Resolution 3
STREAMLINE THE FOREIGN CONTRIBUTION REGULATION ACT (FCRA) & CUSTOMS CLEARANCES

WHEREAS the Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO) is cognizant of the concern of Government of India to keep an eye on the inflow of foreign funds that might be used for activities not in the best interests of India; and,

WHEREAS the Indian Diaspora’s interest in the welfare & development of India is so full of passion, commitment and the desire of serving their motherland that FCRA has become quite a hindrance; and
WHEREAS quite often in the exercise of authority, overzealous officers make it so difficult that even genuine cases languish in files for such a long time that it becomes quite disheartening and discouraging thus depriving India & the Diaspora of their desire of bringing the two together;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of India take necessary steps to streamline the process in a way that encourages the genuine foreign contribution from the Indian Diaspora for well-meaning educational & social projects. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government of India streamline the Customs Clearance procedures so the beneficiary organizations do not suffer unnecessarily.

Resolution 4 

REGISTRATION FEE SURCHAGES & ADDITIONAL FEE FOR LATE REGISTRATION AT PBDs

WHEREAS the NRIs & PIOs are delighted to participate in the PBDs  and do not mind paying a Registration Fee of $200; but there is an irritant attached to it and that is the surcharge charged by the GOI contractors for clearing the Charge Cards Payments over this amount; and,

WHEREAS legitimate business concerns routinely absorb this surcharge as an expense of doing business; and

WHEREAS the PBD organizers put a surcharge of additional $50.00 for registration after a certain date that has already passed by the time the PBD Organizers send the info to the Indian Missions Abroad and to the NRIs & PIOs which creates a very poor image of India; in fact, there should be an “early-bird” discount for those who register early; and,

WHEREAS several participants have complained that charges vary by a few dollars due to exchange rates and they fail to understand that  if the fee is fixed in dollars, why exchange rates should even be considered; and,
WHEREAS the NRIs & PIOs  fully realize that this small amount of surcharge or additional fee imposed for a late registration would neither make them poor nor make the GOI any richer than she already is;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOI seriously consider this small and insignificant problem that servers only as an irritant to the participants and tarnishes the image of PBDs. 

Resolution 5

MOIA TO BE THE CENTRAL CLEARING HOUSE 

WHEREAS the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs is providing excellent services to the Indian Diaspora; and.

WHEREAS the NRIs and PIOs have a great desire to serve education of the children in India through their financial and technical resources in various fields; and

WHEREAS there is no mechanism in India as a single point of contact to assist various well thought out projects to be supported by the Indian Diaspora 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge that the Ministry of Overseas Indians be the single point of contact and work with various governmental agencies to facilitate NRIs & PIOs investments in education and other fields..

Resolution 6

EIGHTY-THIRD CONSITUTIONAL AMENDMEND

WHEREAS it is a great news to learn that the India‘s constitution was amended (Eighty –third Amendment) to make education a fundamental right for school age (6-14 years) children; and,

WHEREAS a notification was to be issued by the Central Government to make this amendment effective; and,

WHEREAS the participant in the GOPIO Conference on Mass Education believe that issuance of such a directive will be immensely useful for the welfare of the school age children in India.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO request the Government of India to issue a directive to make the Eighty-Third Amendment effective as early as possible
Resolution 7
DISPARITIES AMONG VARIOUS STATES FOR LAND USE & TITLE TRANSFER REGISTRATION FEE 
WHEREAS Education is a State subject, Central Government has a stake in education, specially in higher education,  to make the Indian citizenry of the highest quality in the world workplace; and,

WHEREAS in several states, there are institutions of higher education in the rural areas where the cost of land is relatively cheaper and NRI/PIO investors would like to fund educational projects in such rural areas and specially for girls; and,

WHEREAS some of the state governments interested in increasing their revenue rather than building the future of country and the next generation charge very heavy Registration Fee for the transfer of the title, quite often as much as four times of the cost of land acquisition;

THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that GOPIO request the Central Government to look into this matter and to formulate a policy that would encourage NRIs & PIOs to invest in the education industry specially in the non-profit sector and direct the states accordingly

. 

Resolution 8
INVESTMENTS IN PROPERTIES & DISPUTES 
WHEREAS many NRIs/PIOs are keeping their emotional ties alive to their motherland by maintaining their hereditary property; and

WHEREAS NRIs/PIOs are committed to contribute financially and otherwise to the growth and progress of India; and,

WHEREAS many NRIs/PIOs have substantially invested and/ or arte in the process of investing in residential and commercial real estates; and,

WHEREAS there has been a growing number of scams against NRIs/PIOs hereditary,

Residential and Commercial properties: and,

WHEREAS due to growing property scam NRIs/PIOs are being greatly discouraged to invest in India; and,

WHEREAS one of the main reasons for these growing scams against NRIs/PIOs is that the NRIs/PIOs are at a great disadvantage to contest property issues in courts in India –due to the length of the time (15-20 years) it takes, and/or due to the fact that in both civil and criminal cases NRIs/PIOs need to be present on many occasions before the court.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge the Government of India to enact legislation to designate Fast Track Courts for NRIs/PIOs for the speedy settlement (at a stretch in ten, twenty, or thirty days) of their property issues.

Resolution 9
MARRIAGE ABUSES

WHEREAS there have been numerous cases about the spousal abuses especially in cases of unsuspecting young ladies from India who got married to overseas males and then have been tortured in various ways; and,

WHEREAS GOPIO has been urging the Government of India to protect its citizens from being abused for quite some time; we are glad that the Government of India is creating a mechanism to help these abused and deserted brides.

HOWEVER, GOPIO has also heard of many cases of misuse of Anti-Dowry Law (IPC - 498a) by unscrupulous women to extort money and harass their husband's family. The gender based law may have been enacted with good intent but when such laws grossly violate the liberty and dignity of an average man and his family members, the voice must be raised
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GOPIO urge modification of the law to eliminate the element of harassment in its application. 

Resolution 10

GOPIO INITIATED VOLUNTARY SERVICES
WHEREAS GOPIO membership is extremely pleased to learn about the KNOW INDIA PROGRAM (KIP) initiated by the GOI; and,

WHEREAS GOPIO would like to do its part by encouraging the younger generation of NRIs & PIOs around the world to do some volunteer work in India  especially in rural areas; and,
WHEREAS it would be necessary to work out details of such a noble project;
THEREFORE, GOPIO urges the GOI to establish a 9-member committee (5 GOI nominees & 4 GOPIO nominees) to create an action plan so this program could be initiated.
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