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Abstract
People of Indian origin constitute a global community of over 25 million people. It is bigger than many countries of Europe. It has been estimated that, PIOs living outside India has a combined yearly economic output of about $250 billion, about one third of the GDP of India. While India government would like to attract business and investments from the Indian Diaspora, there are other areas where India government should take interest and need to address issues such as those related cultural, economic, political and social. The presentation brings out some of these issues and discuss mutual expectations between NRIs/PIOs and India.
Indian Diaspora Spread

People of Indian origin constituting a global community of over 25 million people are emerging as the newest successful Diaspora. Whether they come from Africa, Asia, the Americas, Australia, the Caribbean or Europe, they are Indians in body and spirit. Almost all of them maintain their Indian cultural traditions and values. They seem to have meaningfully integrated in their countries without losing their ethnic identity. Indian Diaspora population according to the region is provided below:
INDIAN DIASPORA NUMBRS
North America (Mostly USA & Canada)




4.0 Million
South America (Trinidad & Tobago, Guyana, Surinam, Jamaica, etc.)
1.6 million
Europe (U.K., Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, etc.)

2.5 million
Africa (South Africa, Mauritius, East African countries, etc.)

2.7 million
Middle East (UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, etc.)



3.6 million
Far East & South East Asia (Malaysia, Singapore, Myanmar, etc.)

5.0 million
Pacific Island (Fiji, Australia, New Zealand)




0.7 million
Sri Lanka and Nepal







4.9 million
Total 








          25.0 million
Note: Since hard numbers have not been available, these are approximate estimates and obtained from individual country statistics and from the report of the High Level India Diaspora Committee appointed by Govt. of India
With over 25 million people of Indian origin living outside India, a new global community of Indian origin has been developed. Most people of Indian origin living in developed countries have become highly successful in business and professions. If their professional expertise and financial resources are to be pooled together, it will benefit not only people of Indian origin but also their countries and India. In addition, people of Indian origin could assume a new role in providing help in case of crisis to their communities around the world. That has been the perspectives of the community leadership in the last  in the last two decades. 

Of the 25 million, about 50% constitute the first generation immigrants from India and their immediate families, generally termed as non-resident Indians (NRIs). This is the group one should reach out for investments and for business and technology collaborations in India. This group also has taken great interest in India’s developments. Where are these communities? They are spread across the Middle East, USA, Canada, U.K. and other European countries, Australia and Southeast and Far Eastern countries.

Need for Mobilizing the Community

As a first step toward bringing our communities together, the Indian American community, under the leadership of the National Federation of Indian American Associations, took the initiative to organize the First Global Convention of People of Indian Origin in New York in 1989. The triggering point for the global Indian community to come together was, when an elected Indian dominated government in Fiji was thrown out by a military dictator in 1987. At the First Global Convention, the major issue of concern to everyone was human rights violations, be in Fiji, Guyana, Trinidad, South Africa, Sri Lanka, U.K. and even in the U.S.A. with “Dot Buster” issue. The Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO, www.gopio.net) was formed at this convention to help in networking our communities and take up issues such as human rights violations of Indians around the world. GOPIO filed petitions at the UN on the issue of human rights violation of PIOs in Fiji and Sri Lanka. Further, GOPIO continued a concerted effort to fight these issues. GOPIO had also again taken up the campaign to support the cause of Fiji Indians since the overthrow of the Indian dominated democratically elected government in Fiji in May 2000. 

Changing Objectives

Since the early 1990s, the whole world has changed, so are the people of Indian origin (PIO) communities. Since our first global convention of people of Indian origin, Indian dominated parties were elected to power in Fiji, Guyana and Trinidad. South Africa has several Indians as ministers in the government. The late Dr. Chheddi Jagan, former President of Guyana, Mr. Basdeo Panday of Trinidad and Mr. Mahendra Chaudhry of Fiji were present at GOPIO’s first  convention who went on to become the President and Prime Ministers of their respective countries. For a while, in the 1990s, we in the GOPIO felt that human rights violations or being in political sideline are not major issues for global Indian communities. After several brain-storming sessions and conferences, GOPIO concluded that creating economic opportunities by pooling our professional and financial resources is a platform to bring our communities together. Economic progress of countries with large PIO population and India should be one of the priorities of PIOs as global citizens and that of GOPIO. Our ultimate goal should be to make our movement working toward on issues of poverty, education and social justice of our people. As we network globally, it should not only help our communities to achieve economic progress, but also help India.

GOPIO had set up a Business Council in 2001 to cater the needs of small and medium businessmen from our PIO community to network and promote collaborations. The Busi8ness Council organized the Third global Indian Entrepreneurs Conference in New York in the year 2002 and will organize such meetings in the future. GOPIO has also set up GOPIO.Connect to help and promote NGOs who are involved in India developmental activities. GOPIO has Health Service Council and Philanthropic Council 

The last decade also saw PIOs becoming enormously rich, thanks to the information technology revolution and professional background of Indians in Western countries.. Although many of them left India with a meager amount of dollars or pounds in their pocket, with their dedication and hard work they became successful in the West and in particular the USA, Canada, U.K. and other European countries. A recent Merrill Lynch study showed that in the USA alone there are over 250,000 millionaires. Now our community is growing in large number in Australia and New Zealand. The PIO populations in all these countries are expected to increase in this decade. The US will see that largest population growth, i.e. 100,000 every year for the next 10 years. Therefore, PIO communities will have important roles to play in all these countries and for India’s development.

While talking about the positive roles of the PIO community in many of the countries where PIOs live in, the community in some countries have become targets by other communities with violations of civil and political rights in countries such as Fiji, Trinidad, and some African countries. The PIO worldwide and GOPIO in particular have an important role to play to campaign internationally to stop such attacks. The PIO communities have an opportunity to approach their respective governments to take up such issues of such human rights violations. 

Global Contributions

NRIs/PIOs have become a most sought group to be attracted for investments, whether it is developing countries such as Guyana and Uganda, whose presidents have been personally meeting NRIs or even developed countries such as U.K., Canada and Australia who want new investments. With the emerging economic influence of the Overseas Indian community, in 1992, the then Prime Minister of India P.V. Narasima Rao announced the position of NRI Commissioner to look after the interests of the NRI/PIO community, although the Commissioner was appointed only in the year 200.  Also, in the year 2000, a High Level Indian Diaspora Committee chaired by Dr. L.M. Singhvi, was set up by the government of India to look into the issues of NRIs and PIOs. The committee after visiting several countries submitted a report with several recommendations. 
The best news to NRIs/PIOs was provided by the Vajpayee administration in January 2002, i.e. to accept the some of the recommendations of the committee. Later, the Govt. of India organized the first and second Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD, Overseas Indian Meet) in New Delhi in January 2003 and 2004 followed by the third in Mumbai January 2005 and fourth in Hyderabad in January 2006. India government also decided to provide dual nationality to NRIs/PIOs. The Indian Parliament passed a legislation to grant Dual Nationality to NRIs/PIOs in December 2003 and again in 2005. This will help to bring 23 million people of Indian origin living outside India to closer to India. It will help to mobilize professional and financial resources of NRIs/PIOs for India’s development. Also, it is of great sentimental values to PIOs/NRIs living outside India that they are now part of Mother India 

Another GOPIO resolution was to create a ministry for NRIs/PIOs similar to the Ministry for Overseas Chinese in China. The new government headed by Dr. Manmohan Singh has fulfilled that demand by having a separate ministry titled Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs in Mid 2004.. This has brought more cooperation between NRIs/PIOs and India. In the new global equation, when people can telecommute and conduct their work and business from any part of the world, most of the nations are providing dual citizenship or dual nationality. If India is aspiring for progress, such opportunities have to be provided to global citizens of Indian origin as full participants. 

A strong India Helps NRIs/PIOs too

In 33 years of my life in the US, the perception of India among Americans has considerably changed from a poor country trying to survive itself to a country with the latest technology achievements. From our part, we have projected a New India to the larger society by  organizing India day parades, festivals, expositions, fine and performing art forms, yoga and ayurveda.  It is in NRIs/PIOs’ interest to achieve a developed and strong India. And we are committed to do our parts in India’s development.

GOPIO.Connect

Initiated in 2002, GOPIO.Connect acts more as a catalyst to help NGOs in India and outside to promote their activities as well as to provide exposure to more NRIs and PIOs. The objectives are as follows:

· Capture and understand key developmental need areas in India where NRI/PIO community can help

· Organize interactive sessions with NRI/PIO run civil service organizations on India development issues to widen awareness

· Research on key development-related laws and highlight their enforcement issues for NRI/PIOs

· Provide help to execute development projects in India 

· Encourage NRI/PIOs to research key development-related trends in India at academic institutions to facilitate new policy recommendations in various government ministries
GOPIO News

This is good example of how GOPIO is playing a major role Indian’s Development. GOPIO News is sent free to over 30,000 people through direct mailing and posted through groups e-mails. We condense the most important information of NRIs and PIOs. GOPIO also promotes NRI/PIO initiated India development groups and their activities as well as any other developmental activities where NRIs/PIOs can be involved.

Development Initiatives by NRIs/PIOs

With large number of NRIs/PIOs taking active interest in developments in India, several new non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have been launched in the US, Canada, Europe and countries in the Middle and Far East to promote education, health care and developments including water management, rural development and self help programs. NRIs and PIOs are also increasingly supporting several NGOs in India in a range of developmental, educational and social programs. With the net worth of the NRI/PIO baby boomer generation increasing, tremendous opportunities are provided for the govt. agencies and NGOs in India to reach out more NRIs/PIOs to interest them to help in India developmental activities. 

NRI/PIO’s Role for the Motherland/Adopted Countries and the World

There are enormous opportunities for NRIs/PIOs to get actively involved in India’s development as well as support various social service activities. Many NRIs and organizations have taken major initiatives in supporting their former schools and colleges, some have set up schools and colleges in their villages and towns, while others have been supporting social and environmental causes. The same level of activities can be initiated by Indo- Caribbeans, Indo-Fijians and other such communities who live in the developed countries. In the next level of activities, different nationality segments of our PIO communities such as Indo-Caribbeans or Indo-South Africans should form partnerships with other PIO and NRI communities for the development of their former adopted countries. 

Role for Govt. of India

Till the middle of 1970s, the Government of India did not take any interest in non-Resident Indians (NRIs), a definition which was given by the Reserve Bank of India when they wanted the Indian banks to attract NRI deposits. In the 1980s, former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi invited a few NRIs to come back to India to help in development of some core sectors including telecommunications. In the 1990s, with economic liberalization by Narasimha Rao/Dr. Manmohan Singh team, an impetus was provided for NRIs/PIOs to become more active in the Indian scene. 

Also, in the year 2000, a High Level Indian Diaspora Committee chaired by Dr. L.M. Singhvi, was set up by the government of India to look into the issues of NRIs and PIOs and to explore avenues of opportunities for NRIs/PIOs to help India. The committee after visiting several countries submitted a report with several recommendations. The best news to NRIs/PIOs was provided by the Vajpayee administration in January 2002, i.e. to accept the some of the recommendations of the committee. Later, the Govt. of India organized the first Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) in New Delhi in January 2003 followed by four more such meetings in 2004, ’05,  ’06 and ’07. 
India government also decided to provide overseas citizen of India to NRIs/PIOs and was issued officially at the PRB-2006 in Hyderabad. This will help to bring 25 million people of Indian origin living outside India closer to India. It will help to mobilize professional and financial resources of NRIs/PIOs for India’s development. Also, it is of great sentimental values to PIOs/NRIs living outside India to feel that they are now part of Mother India 

We thank Govt. of India for initiating the legislation to grant voting rights for Indian citizens living outside India in the Assembly and Parliamentary elections, provided they are in the constituency at the time of elections. This will make NRIs feel full participants for India’s developmental activities. GOPIO had passed resolution on this at its convention in Zurich in 2000 and has been campaigning on this issue since then. We would like to see a step further that the Indian parliament adopt a constitutional amendment to have up to 5 Lok Sabha seat to provide representation 10 million Indian citizens living outside India. With advances in information technology, it is not at all difficult to physically conduct such an election among NRIs/PIOs who still have Indian passports. Personally, after 34 years of my living outside India, I still hold an Indian Passport and my wish before I die is that I should have an opportunity to vote in Indian election. It is also just and is in India’s interest to engage those citizens of India to take an active role in its development. With increasing trend in migration, the NRI/PIO population outside India is likely to increase in future. In this borderless society, let India show to the world that Indian citizens, wherever they are, are full participants in Indian democracy and in India’s development.

Engaging NRIs/PIOs for Educational, Health and Social Causes

Many NRIs and NRI organizations have taken major initiatives in supporting their former schools and colleges, some have set up schools and colleges in their villages and towns, while others have been supporting social and environmental causes. However, many face major hurdles in such efforts. Even if we set up a charitable organization in India, we can not send money to that charity until and unless it has been cleared the Home Ministry.

GOPIO and other NGOs passed the following resolution on March 19th, 2005:

Resolution pertaining to the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) and charitable donation of goods by NRI NGOs for India’s developmental and educational activities. The current procedures of Indias Ministry of Home Affairs and the agency handling FCRA clearances were unnecessarily long, time-consuming, secretive, bureaucratic and costly, thereby discouraging necessary development and educational aid flows to the motherland. The meeting urges the Government of India to encourage overseas Indians to finance Indias development by immediate simplification of rules, regulations and procedures relating to FCRA so as to expedite FCRA approvals through a streamlined fast track mechanism for acceptance of funds by the applicant organizations and their affiliates, branches, and subsidiaries in India. The group also urged the Government of India and its Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Commerce, the Ministry of Home Affairs, the Ministry of External Affairs to create a coordinating group to draft simplified and donor-contributor friendly rules and procedures to streamline custom clearance for goods that are shipped by overseas Indians and other support groups to India for charity, humanitarian or developmental purposes. The new rules and procedures should lead to a quick, duty-free, hassle-free, and friendly release of goods to the intended private, nonprofit beneficiary/recipient person, institution, organization or government body such as schools and colleges, clinics and hospitals.
Set Up Involvement with Ministries of Commerce, Science and Technology, Power, Rural Development, Tourism
These ministries should have separate NRI/PIO Advisory Committee which should meet on a regular basis to seek ways to involve NRIs/PIOs in developmental activities related to the individual ministries. Such advisory committee existed informally in a couple of ministries before.

Set Up NRI Ministry or NRI Coordination Office with all state governments

Many states such as Kerala, Gujarat, Punnjab, Andhra Pradesh have such set ups already. This will help each of the states to reach out their non-resident Indians living all over the world and help to channel the resources to their respective states. NORKA (Non Resident Keralites Association) set up by the previous Kerala govt. is a good example, which did some good work. However, the new govt. is Kerala has not reactivated it. Any such coordination among NRIs should be above local politics.  

Involvement of GOPIO and NRI/PIO Communities in Promoting India’s interest in major industrialized nations, i.e. USA, Canada, U.K. and Continental Europe.

Examples: 

· Campaign to US Congressman and Senators for passage of US-India Atomic energy Cooperation Act of 2006 in the U&S Congress

· EICC-GOPIO Conference in the European Union to promote investment, trade, scientific cooperation between India and Europe.

Professional and Technology Exchange

Need a Technology Tsar who could monitor next generation technologies such as nano, info and bio technologies and their convergent technologies and identify and reach out those NRIs/PIOs who are in the top of the pack and get them interested to do something for their Motherland.

Helping Professional Institutions
NRIs and PIOs have already being doing their part help professional institutions and research centers in India. Some have already set up new business schools and technology centers at  their former schools. These efforts could be accelerated further. With over two thousand new engineering colleges and medical schools in India, some o fthese professional colleges could be supplied with latest journals and books, provided if we develop a mechanism to collect them particularly from USA, Canada and UK and distribute them to the institutions in India. MOIA with the help of various community organizations can accomplish this objective. 

Alumni Groups Contribution

NRI/PIO alumni groups have taken keen interest to network and organizing themselves. In fact, for Govt. supported colleges, NRI alumni have groups have taken greater interest to support their alma matter. In the case of my own alumni, i.e. Malaviya National Institute of Technology in Jaipur, I along with a few of my friends decided to organize the 25th anniversary of our graduation in December 1996. That provided an opportunity for other alumni groups to come together. Since 1996, Malaviya NIT alumni conducts its Mega alumni event every December. I would say, this is where NRIs can interact with their counter parts in India and bring new ideas.

Within the next 10 years, we should look for all well known professional institutions managing on their finance without any govt. aid, other than govt. agencies providing research contracts. If the government can accomplish that, the money saved can be used to expand primary education and/or other developmental activities.

Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA)

GOPIO had campaigned since 2002 for this new ministry similar to the Ministry for Overseas Chinese in China. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh fulfilled this demand in 2004. The new ministry has been organizing the annual PBD. However, we see a bigger role for MOIA in reaching out all those NRIs/PIOs who could contribute to India’s development. The ministry also should work with groups such as GOPIO and other organizations to motivate more NRIs/PIOs to take active interest in India in all areas of investment, business, technology transfer, development and charitable activities. There should be separate cells in MOIA to promote each of these activities. 

NEED TO SET UP OBJECTIVE BASED CELLS IN MOIA SPECIFIC TO INDIA DEVELOPMENT

1. Services to the broad based NRI/PIO Organizations, GOPIO, NFIA, TiE, AAPI, AAHOA, Engineers Asso., British Indian Medical Council, Indian Associations around the world, India/NRI/PIO Chambers of Commerce

2. Services to language based organizations, FOKANA, FOGANA, Federation of Tamil Asso., World Malayalee Council, Intl Punjabi society, TANA, ATA, Maharashtra Foundation, National Bengali Conference, etc.

3. Effort o reach out technologists who could get involved with their counterparts in India

4. Services to NRI/PIO foundations and individuals to get involved in educational, charitable and social services in India. Helping groups such as Pratham, Asha for Education, CRY, Share and Care, Care and Share, George Foundation, Sehgal Foundation, American India Foundation, AAPI Foundation, NFIA Foundation and many others.

Commemorative Stamp
In 1993, GOPIO had requested the Indian Post Telegraph to issue of commemorative stamp when we had our Second International GOPIO Convention in New Delhi. The US Postal Service issued the First Day Covers and set up a service station at our first convention venue to cancel the postal stamp in 1989. At the next PBD, MOIA should take this responsibility to release a postal stamp and/or first day covers honoring its overseas children. It is a gesture which will go a long way building goodwill among NRIs/PIOs.

Conflict on Objectives – NRIs/PIOs vs Govt. of India

Looking again at some of the stories in GOPIO News, one could see conflict in objectives of NRIs/PIOs and Govt. of India. One can see such conflicts with Govt. of India  by looking at some of the issues as news items appearing in the past issues of GOPIO News as follows: 
GOPIO DEPLORES ATTACKS ON INDIANS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

RISING CRIME AGAINST INDIANS IN MANILA
GOPIO-TRINIDAD FORCES INVESTIGATION INTO RACIST STATEMENT
NCW DEMANDS DIPLOMATIC MEASURES TO SAVE NRI MARRIAGES
INDIAN WORKERS IN GULF COUNTRIES TO GET LEGAL COUNSELING

BILL ON NRI VOTING RIGHTS WITH INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY PANEL

MOIA ANNOUNCES SCHOLARSHIPS FOR PIOs TO PURSUE HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDIA

GOPIO ORGANIZES PROTEST RALLY IN FRONT OF THE UN AGAINST TRINIDIAD AND TOBAGO FOR NOT FOLLOWING RULE OF LAW

INDIAN ARRIVAL DAY TO BE CELEBRATED IN GUYANA, FIJI, TIRNIDAD AND SURINAME

GOPIO OPPOSES TRINITY CROSS AWARDS, FLOATS ITS OWN AWARD

PRAVASI CENTERS IN FIVE COUNTRIES PLANNED

YOUNG PIO COUPLE BURNED TO DEATH IN SOUTH AFRICA

GOPIO PROTESTS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS OF NRIs IN THE MIDDLE EAST

GOPIO OPPOSES FIJI PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO INDIA
GOPIO PROTESTS UNDIGNIFIED ARREST OF FORMER TRINIDAD PM BASDEO PANDAY 

GOPIO OPPOSES RECONCILIATION AND UNITY BILL IN FIJI PARLIAMENT
NETHERLAND PIOs/NRIs APPEAL INDIAN PRIME MINISTER ON RETIREE BENEFITS
GOPIO TRINIDAD CONDEMNS RACIST BEHAVIOUR BY POLICE

GOPIO was one of the first NRI/PIO organizations to support the Indian nuclear bomb test in 1998 although many of the countries where NRIs/PIOs live condemned the nuclear blast. 
GOPIO Accomplishments
 
Accomplishments of GOPIO since its inception in 1989 are listed below. This is from the organization’s website. These provide an insight into the Indian Diaspora politics. 

	YEAR
	ACCOMPLISHMENTS

	1989
	* GOPIO organization was formed at the first convention of PIOs. Passes 23 resolutions including PIO Card and Dual Citizenship for NRIs/PIOs from Govt. of India and Concerns of rights violations in different countries.

	1990
	* Filed human rights violations petition to the U.N. on behalf of PIOs in Fiji.

	1992
	* Filed human rights violations petition to the U.N. on behalf of PIOs in Sri Lanka.

	1993
	* Second Global Convention in New Delhi. GOPIO adopts its constitution and conducts the first election according to the new constitution.

	1994
	* GOPIO proposed Person of Indian Origin card to Govt. of India.

	1995
	* Special meetings with various heads of states with large Indian population.

* Release of the book in New York, “Indian Diaspora, Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow,”

	1996
	* Trinidad Investment Meeting with Prime Minster Basdeo Pandey, New York

	1997
	* Freedom 50 Conferences to celebrate India’s 50th, New York, June, July and August.

* Conference “Changing Role of Indian Women Worldwide,” Mumbai, November.

	1998
	* Conference on Senior Citizens of Indian Origin, New York, in September that resulted in the formation of National Indian American Association for Senior Citizens, Inc.

	1999
	* GOPIO’s 10th Anniversary Celebrations & GOPIO Convention ‘99, New York, September.

	2000
	*  Inauguration of GOPIO Business Council, New York, April.

*  Conference on Social Services for the Indian American community, New York, in May that resulted in the formation of South Asian Council for Social Services

* GOPIO Convention 2000 and Election, Zurich, Switzerland. Campaign for Fiji Crisis, since May 2000, met the U.N. Human Rights Commission on the Fiji Issue, July 2000.

	2001


	*  GOPIO accredited by the U.N. as an NGO to participate in the World Conference Against Racism. GOPIO sends a delegation of ten people to the U.N. Conference 

* GOPIO’s Solidarity Rally against terrorism. Funds raised to benefit American Red Cross.

	     2002
	*  GOPIO’s tribute to Dilip Singh Saund, first U.S. congressman of Indian origin, January 2002 

* Third European Regional Conference, Leiden, The Netherlands, June 2002

* Hosts Third Global Indian Entrepreneurs Conference and Indian and NRI/PIO Economic summit, September 12-14, 2003

	     2003
	*  GOPIO Conference, “Perspectives and Issues of PIO Communities,” New Delhi, January 8, 2003

* Gaddar Movement Celebrations, May 2003, Santa Clara, CA, USA 

* GOPIO – Belgium Conference – “India – Opportunities Unlimited,” Brussels, Dec. Dec. 4, 2003

	     2004
	* GOPIO Convention 2004 and Election, New Delhi, January 7-8, 2004

* GOPIO Conference on Human Rights Experience, New York March 20, 2004

* GOPIO Belgium Conference on India-EU Trade/Investment and Role of PIOs, Europe-India Chamber of Commerce (EICC) formed. Brussels, Oct. 4th, 2004

	     2005
	* GOPIO Convention 2005, Mumbai, January 5-6, 2005

* GOPIO/EICC Conference on India EU Strategic Plan: Enhancing Trade and Investment at the European Parliament, November 9th, 2005

	2006
	* GOPIO Convention 2006, Hyderabad, January 5-6, 2005
* GOPIO demonstration in front of the UN against Trindiad and Tobago for violation of rule of law in that country

* GOPIO campaign to support US-India Atomic Energy Cooperation Act of 2006

	2007
	* GOPIO Convention 2007 and Election, New Delhi, January 5-6, 2005


Because of the leadership provided by GOPIO by sensitizing the Indian government, several GOPIO resolution were granted, These include person of Indian origin (PIO) Card, Overseas Indian Citizenship and a new ministry in for overseas Indians under Government of India.
5. Final Note
A former American Ambassador to India, Frank Wisner was quoted at a speech in 2002 for improving US-India Relationship as follows: “Linkages between our two societies need to be developed.” This is where GOPIO and PIO communities around the world can play a major role, i.e. to develop linkages between societies, i.e. Indians with Dutch, Indians with Americans, Indians with Australians, etc. When an issue comes, the global PIOs could focus upon them and try to influence the opinion makers in whatever countries they live in to take right decision and action. The PIO groups such as GOPIO are building coalitions with like-minded communities to make the groups’ voice heard. Whether it is India related issues or human rights violations or violations of civil and political rights in countries such as Fiji, Trinidad, Zimbabwe, Africa or the Middle East, GOPIO has an important role to play. 

NRI/PIOs as global citizens have done a great job in building good image for their Motherland in their respective countries. NRI/PIOs have worked behind the scene to create interest among companies to take interest in India. Similar to what China has accomplished to become powerful country in the world with the help of its Diaspora, Indian Diaspora is also contributing to make India a powerful country. In the last 250 years, three successful diasporas were the British, Jewish and lastly in the last 20 years, the Chinese. As we have entered the millennium, the new successful Diaspora emerging is the Indian Diaspora. 

***
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