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 GLOBAL ORGANIZATION OF PEOPLE  

  Of INDIAN ORIGIN  (GOPIO International)
Elections Rules 2007
NOMINATIONS

1. The nomination/election committee shall invite nominations from eligible delegates. 

2. An eligible delegate is either a life member of GOPIO International or an authorized representative of a GOPIO chapter in good standing (See I.D of Appendix I of GOPIO Bylaws at GOPIO website www.gopio.net). 
3. All nominations shall be submitted in written form using the prescribed nomination form.

4. The deadline for receipt of nominations duly endorsed by a nominating delegate shall be sent by email to the Chair, Elections Committee no later than December 15, 2006.
5. Withdrawal of nominations must be submitted in written form by December 18, 2006
6.  The nomination/election committee shall compile a list of all nominations received by December 20, 2006.

7. A nominee shall contest election for only one elected office at this election.

8. Nomination from the floor shall be permitted only if there is no previously nominated candidate for a given office by the prescribed due date.

9. The nomination/election committee shall be responsible for conducting the elections.

ELECTION PROCEDURE

1. The election of the GOPIO Executive Committee and the General Council shall be conducted on January 5, 2007 in accordance with the GOPIO by-laws.

2. The officers to be elected shall be president, executive vice president, and regional vice presidents. 

3. The candidate for the position of president must have held a position at the international level for at least one full term. (International level positions are: Executive Vice President, Regional Vice President, Council Chairperson, Secretary General or International Coordinator).
4. An individual cannot be re-elected to the same position more than twice. In the composition of the Executive committee, no one participating country will have more than two positions.

5. Regional Vice Presidents shall be elected by voters residing in their respective regions. Any Regional Vice Presidents with fewer than five (5)  voters from his/her respective the region shall be appointed by the executive committee in consultation with GOPIO chair and for a designated interim period.

6. The voting delegates must be qualified as per GOPIO by-laws and registered for the convention. 

7. A candidate must receive a majority of the votes cast in the election to win.

8. In the event no candidate receives majority vote, the top two candidates shall face a run off election on the same day. 

9. The decision of the nomination/election committee shall be final and binding. Any such decision can be challenged within 60 days at the General Council meeting after the end of the convention at which the elections were conducted. The Council is empowered to overrule the decision of the nomination/ election committee, provided at least half of its total members vote to do so by mail or E-mail. 
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