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ARTICLE I

This constitution is based on By-Laws (G/POL/207) of the Global Organisation of People of Indian Origin - GOPIO International. 

ARTICLE II

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Organisation are:

1) To promote legitimate interests of the Indian community as a whole and of specific groups.

2) To help the Indian communities in (country name) and around to promote legitimate secular and non-political developmental interest in (country name).
3) To promote the common cultural heritage of India in (country name).
4) To help promote cultures of PIO’s from other countries in (country name).
5) To promote cultural, social and business opportunities and cooperation in (country name) for all (PIO’s)

6) To help new Indian migrants and others with broader issues that affects the community at large as deemed necessary.

7) To mobilise professional, financial and intellectual resources of the Indian community for the mutual advancement and development of (country name).
8) To provide a conduit for the Indian communities to interact with PIO’s globally, and solve problems encountered in education, society technology and others that affect the community as whole. 

9) To further the interaction between PIO’s and other communities in (country name) in promoting peace, progress, prosperity and ecological harmony of these communities and the country at large.

10) To provide a conduit for interaction for the PIO’s of same countries and India.

11) To raise funds for specific purposes as deemed necessary.

ARTICLE III
DEFINITIONS
In this constitution (Refer article VI also): 

a) Regular member is a member of the committee who is not an office-bearer of the GOPIO chapter.

b) Life member is a permanent member registered with GOPIO International and affiliated to country’s local chapter. Permanent member does not pay annual fee to the affiliated local chapter.

c) Associate member is a member registered with GOPIO International and pays annual fee.

ARTICLE IV
1) Nomination for membership

a. A nomination of a person for membership of a chapter: 

· must be made in writing on the GOPIO Membership Application form (G/FRM/303),
· must be submitted with either the president or secretary of the chapter.

b. As soon as practicable after receiving a nomination for membership, the executive committee must be informed.
c. As soon as practicable after the approval by the executive committee, the president must: 

· notify the nominee with a welcoming letter, and

· request the nominee to pay dues within 30 days.
d. The secretary must, on payment by the nominee enter the nominee’s name in the Membership Register and the nominee becomes a member of the chapter.

e. The above Membership Register must be maintained.

f. In a rare case, if the nomination is rejected, the nominee should be informed.

2) Cessation of membership

A person ceases to be a member of the chapter if the person: 

a) dies, or

b) resigns membership, or

c) is expelled from the GOPIO chapter, or

d) fails to pay the annual membership fee under article VI within 3 months after the fee is due.

3) Resignation of membership

a) A member of the chapter may resign from membership of the chapter by giving to the secretary a written one month’s notice. On the expiration of the period of notice, the member ceases to be a member.

b) The secretary must make an appropriate entry in the register of membership records, the date on which the member ceased to be a member.

ARTICLE V
AFFILIATION FEE TO GOPIO INTERNATIONAL 

GOPIO chapter will pay to GOPIO International an annual prescribed fee as per GOPIO International by-laws.
ARTICLE VI
MEMBERSHIP FEE

The regular membership fees for chapter will be suggested $50. The executive committee will have discretion to reduce the renewal membership fee for members. There can be a consideration for 50% discount for students and senior members of the Indian community.
The annual fee for Associate Membership and Life Membership will be as per GOPIO International bylaws.
The life members of GOPIO International automatically become voting members of a local chapter of their choice. They are eligible to be members of one chapter only.  

ARTICLE VII
TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP

A membership can be transferred to other GOPIO chapter with the written consent of the executive committee; however the fees paid to the chapter for initial membership will not be transferred. This arrangement should be honoured by the receiving chapter.
ARTICLE VIII
DISCIPLINING OF MEMBERS

Any member who persistently refuses or neglects to comply with a provision of the constitution or has persistently and willfully acted in a manner prejudicial to the interest of the chapter will be dealt as per GOPIO International bylaws, policies and procedures.
ARTICLE IX
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The executive committee shall:

a) Consist of:

· President (refer position description for president, G/POL/201); 

· Vice President; (position description is covered in G/POL/201);
· Secretary (refer position description for secretary, G/POL/202);

· Asst./Joint Secretary; (position description is covered in G/POL/202);
· Treasurer (refer position description for treasurer, G/POL/203).

.

b) Be elected at first general meeting and then annually, notice of Annual General Meeting (AGM) should reach members 21 days prior. AGM will be held in the 2nd quarter of the year.
c) Elected members will be part of the executive committee.

d) The executive committee is required to follow their position descriptions as per GOPIO International policies.

e) The chapter is required to follow by-laws, policies, procedures and guidelines of the GOPIO International.

f) Have a term of 2 years.

g) Eligible for re-election for the same position second time with maximum two terms.

h) Prepare and submit audited accounts for the annual general meetings.

i) Fulfill the local government requirements of operating the GOPIO chapter.

j) Two or more relatives cannot become part of the executive committee.

k) Position holder in a political party cannot become part of the executive committee.

ARTICLE X
VOTING AND ELECTIONS

a) Only fully paid members are eligible to vote and contest elections with 50% plus 1 quorum of voters.
b) All members have 1 vote in person at elections.

c) Nominations for candidates for the executive committee will only be valid when signed by two current members and submitted 7 days prior to annual general meeting to the appointed Returning Officer (Immediate Reporting Official).

d) Method of voting is to be decided on the day of elections by the Returning Officer. In case nomination(s) are not received, the Returning Officer shall fill the positions from the floor.

e) Postal and Proxy votes are not permitted.

ARTICLE XI
QUORUMS

a) A quorum for any GOPIO chapter meeting shall be minimum 5 members.
b) A quorum at any annual general meeting will consist of 50% plus 1 of the members entitled to vote.

ARTICLE XII
BY-LAWS, POLICIES, PROCEDURES & GUIDELINES

The chapter will follow rules and regulations of GOPIO International to carry out its function and to achieve its objectives. Refer Guidelines for the functioning of a GOPIO Chapter (G/POL/204).
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